
Popular and quality press in Britain. 
Newsvalues



Popular/Yellow/
Gutter Press / Tabloids

• Size, layout: small in size

• big headlines

• eye-catching layout

• lots of colour

• about 25% of the total area of the

• paper taken up by pictures

• most pictures from private lives of

• celebrities, often half-naked women



• Readership: working class, people who are 
not intellectual

• Content shocking and sensational stories

lurid details of crime and scandals

more focus on personalities when

dealing with political stories

foreign affairs, politics only dealt

with in a very biased and personal manner



• Length of articles: relatively short articles

usually one main story on front page

• Language: more subjective language

use of emotive language

opinions are presented like facts



Examples

• Daily Express

• The Daily Mail

• The Daily Mirror

• The Daily Star

• The Sun



Quality/Serious Press /
Broadsheets

• Size, layout: large in size

smaller headlines

black and white mostly

about 10% of the total area of the

paper taken up by pictures

most pictures show celebrities at

premieres or doing charity work



• Readership: educated people who are 
interested in politics, etc.

• Content: objective, factual news coverage

politics, economics, foreign affairs

• Length of articles: longer articles featuring 
political stories with focus on the actual issue

• Language: more objective language

more complex sentences



Examples:

• The Daily Telegraph

• The Guardian

• The Financial Times

• The Independent

• The Times





























Literature:

• http://www.gho-englisch.de/Courses/2009-
2010/LkE-10/GB-Then-
Now/Popular%20&%20Quality%20Press.pdf

• http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/gallery/20
10/nov/17/prince-william-kate-middleton-
front-
pages?INTCMP=ILCNETTXT3487#/?picture=36
8779350&index=13


